On Importance

Before me – the great Pacific Ocean.  White-capped waves rolling in – not to crash but to caress the shore.  Behind the white, the water is a murky gray fading into turquoise and then to blue-black.  Finally, it melds into infinity.  A peninsula breaks the continuity of the watery flow.  Hills growing up to be mountains.  They stand defiantly, trying to impress the Pacific.  Ironically, they do nothing but accentuate the expanse of the Ocean.  Huge, vast, immense, the adjectives could flow on as long as the water does.

But, in the midst of this, I sit eye to eye with a flop-eared squirrel.  A small creature that would not last next to the Pacific, but who lives oblivious to the eternity that is but a few hundred meters behind him.  He darts and dashes – his bushy tail flicking in all directions.  He runs in and around my feet looking for the vestiges of food left by a casual passerby.
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I was curious, in the midst of the fluid beauty of the ocean, why I was drawn to a small rodent.  Was it that one was animate and the other inanimate?  No, both of them were, in essence, life.  But the squirrel put me into his world.  He acknowledged my existence.  To him, I was not just an insignificant creature.  I was a source of food, of existence, of interaction.

There is a balance.  The vastness of the ocean in all its beauty and quiet haughtiness and the attention and awareness of another living creature.  I need – we all need – to behold the immensity of the ocean to realize that we are a part of a greater plan.  But, we also need the squirrel to remind us that we have purpose and meaning to other living beings here.  I lose my sense of pride with the ocean but I lose my sense of insignificance with the squirrel.

Dear God,

Speak loudly to me and reveal all limiting images in my mind.  Replace them with pictures that glorify you and accurately represent my full potential.  Upgrade my opinion of myself and my vision for the future so I never feel the need to protect and preserve the past.  Show me how to be a faithful steward of my one and only opportunity to magnify the greatness you have placed within me and to show your presence in my life.  Lead me away from complacency and any temptation to settle for less than what you know is my absolute best.

How awesome it is that you know everything about me and love me anyway!  As I accept and experience your grace and mercy, help me to grasp the depth and perfection of your love as demonstrated by the sacrifice of your only Son.  Restore me this day and make me whole and complete.

Amen

